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the benefits of her realm, extolled by the Speaker, were doubled^
trebled, yea quadrupled - were ringing in members5 minds when
they listened to the tale of Mary's undue dealings, beginning
with her claim to the English throne in 15 5 8-9 and ending with
the Ridolfi Plot. The tale was very long, the time far spent when
it ended, and debate was postponed to the nest day. The first
speaker - in age superior, though, he modestly declared, in wis-
dom and understanding the most inferior of that society - had
feared to sleep after yesterday's story until something had been
done. Mary had been a killer of her husband, an adulteress, a
common disturber of this realm. His advice was *to cut off her
head and make no more ado about her'. Cut off her head and the
Duke's, the nest speaker urged. c Warning hath already been
given her/ declared the third, 'and therefore the axe must give
the next warning.'f Shall we say our law is not able to provide
for this mischief? We might then say it hath defect in the highest
degree/

A committee was appointed to sit with a committee of the
House of Lords to devise a remedy; but the House went on with
its clamour for Mary and Norfolk's heads. Norton made a long
speech. If the Duke were not executed, he told his hearers, they
could not take Mary's life. It was no use Elizabeth thinking that
she could be assured of his loyalty. e Mercy hath been showed
him, and no good followed; submissions have not served, sub-
scriptions have not served, oaths have not served, protestations
and detestations have not served.' Men will be afraid to disclose
treasons when traitors are suffered to live and revenge them-
selves on those who betrayed their treasons. As for Mary, her
execution *is of necessity, it lawfully may be done*. CA general
impunity to commit treason was never permitted to any.* Peter
Wentworth - an irrepressible character - on this or another day
declared that Mary was the most notorious whore in all the
world.

The committee came back to report that there were two ways
of proceeding: to attaint Mary in the highest degree of treason,
or alternatively to take away her title to the succession, at die
same time providing that if she renewed her attempts against